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Remarks Following a Meeting With the Commission for Assistance to a

Free Cuba
May 6, 2004

Mr. Secretary, thank you for the report
you've just given me. I've received a Com-
mission for the Assistance of a Free Cuba.
It's a report from a Commission that I have
put together in my administration to hasten
the day that Cuba will be a free country.

We believe the people of Cuba should
be free from tyranny. We believe the future
of Cuba is a future of freedom. It’s in our
Nation’s interest that Cuba be free. It’s in
the neighborhood’s interest that Cuba be
free. More importantly, it's in the interest
of the Cuban people that they be free from
tyranny.

This strategy is a strategy that encourages
the spending of money to help organiza-
tions to protect dissidents and to promote
human rights. It is a strategy that encour-
ages a clear voice of the truth being spoken
to the Cuban people through Radio and

TV Marti. It is a strategy that will prevent
the regime from exploiting hard currency
of tourists and of remittances to Cubans
to prop up their repressive regime. It is
a strategy that says we’re not waiting for
the day of Cuban freedom; we are working
for the day of freedom in Cuba.

The Commissioners did good work. I ap-
preciate it, Mr. Secretary. Thank you for
coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of State
Colin L. Powell. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these
remarks.

The President’s News Conference With King Abdullah II of Jordan

May 6, 2004

President Bush. Your Majesty, welcome
once again to the White House. I appre-
ciate your friendship, and I appreciate the
opportunity to hear your thoughts on a
range of issues that face your country and
mine at this time of challenge and oppor-
tunity in the Middle East.

The economic relationship between our
two countries has never been stronger. We
continue to increase the ties of trade and
investment, creating new opportunities for
both our people. The free trade agreement
between Jordan and the United States is
a model for the region, as my Government
works to build a Middle East free trade
agreement.

The United States is committed to
helping Jordan along the path to prosperity
through our strong support at the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
And we're proud to support Jordan through
our support for Jordan’s social and eco-
nomic transformation program.

His Majesty and his team are reform-
minded individuals who care deeply about
the citizens of the Kingdom of Jordan. We
spent quite a deal of time—quite a bit of
time talking about lasting prosperity in Jor-
dan and our desire to help Jordan achieve
lasting prosperity. We also know that lasting
prosperity requires lasting security and
peace in the region. Our two countries are
working closely to ensure that the Middle
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